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 Léif Frënn vun der Minett UNESCO Biosphere,
2025 will be an exciting year in which important steps will be taken to implement our projects. This is 
possible because the Minett UNESCO Biosphere, managed by the local association PRO-SUD, has 
a strong partnership with the Ministry of Housing and Spatial Planning, which is driving our regional 
development forward.

In this newsletter, we report on the meeting of our extended political committee with the Minister of 
Spatial Planning, Claude Meisch, which took place in Esch at the end of January. The meeting focused 
on current and future cooperation between the eleven municipalities in the south and the government.

Another topic was our Interreg project Cool Neighbourhoods. This EU project aims to implement measures 
in urban areas to limit the expected effects of climate change. For example, this year we will be working 
with the city of Differdange to build a ‘green wall’ at the boys’ school in the centre of the country’s third 
largest city. The project was presented to Differdange’s children’s council at the beginning of February.

After a busy programme in 2024, our Minett Natur- an Ëmwelt LéierLab (MiNELL) is starting a new 
season in 2025. We have a range of activities for children, young people (via teachers and educators), 
adults and families. Discover our two programmes in this newsletter.

Another topic in our newsletter is our travelling podcast, Minett Mash-Up, now in its fourth season. This 
year, we will take turns interviewing mayors and members of the PRO-SUD committee to learn more 
about the politicians behind our biosphere reserve and their communities.

Enjoy reading, listening and discovering Luxembourg’s only UNESCO Biosphere Reserve!

 
Är Ekipp vun der Minett UNESCO Biosphere

On 30 January 2025, the Minister of Housing and Spatial Planning, Claude Meisch, met the elected 
representatives of the communal association as part of the agreement that PRO-SUD has had for 
years with the Department of Spatial Planning (DATer).

This cooperation is the expression of a shared desire to make the Southern Region a model 
biosphere reserve, capable of meeting the challenges of climate change and ensuring a sustainable 
future for its inhabitants.

The Minister and the local politicians, accompanied by technicians from their municipal   
administrations, reaffirmed their common will to work hand in hand to create a model region.

 

Now that the days are getting longer, it’s time to go on an adventure in our Biosphere Reserve and 
explore the rich biodiversity and unique landscapes of the Minett. Of course you can do this on your own, 
but we are also offering a series of workshops for young and old that will provide exciting information and 
extraordinary insights into our natural wealth.

This year we are also renewing our programme of activities and workshops for primary and secondary 
schools, care homes and other institutions working with children and young people. Children and young 
people will be able to explore and learn about the biodiversity, geology and/or industrial history of the 
protected areas in the South in an interactive and creative way, for example through escape games, 
meeting Minett’s sheep or discovering spring in the red earth in a playful way.

Adults and families are not forgotten, with a series of free workshops organised by us, our member 
municipalities or the Ellergronn Nature and Forest Centre.

At the end of March, for example, an entire weekend will be devoted to birds: you can take part in a bird 
ringing session, explore bird habitats at the Brill in Schifflange and/or follow in the footsteps of the famous 
Woodlark, the emblematic bird of the mining areas.

After focusing on the industrial past and its heritage in the third season of our travelling podcast Minett 
Mash-Up, this year the mayors and members of the PRO-SUD committee will guide us through the south 
of Luxembourg.

Each month we talk to a representative of one of the eleven communes that make up the Minett UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve. We discuss their way into politics and their priorities for the development of their 
communities. Other topics include the industrial heritage and nature reserves in their municipalities.

Our journey through the eleven municipalities began at the end of January in Bettembourg, where we 
spoke to Laurent Zeimet and Jean Marie Jans. One of the topics was the storks that come to nest in the 
town almost every year. In February we stopped in Differdange and talked with Guy Altmeisch and Erny 
Muller about the Thillenberg mine site and football pitch, among other things.

On Wednesday 5 February, the Children’s Municipal Council met to discuss the project to create a green 
wall on the grounds of the boys’ school in the centre of Differdange.

This project, carried out by the town of Differdange in close collaboration with the Minett UNESCO 
Biosphere, was presented in detail. The children had the opportunity to ask questions and make suggestions 
and ideas to help make the project a success.

In addition to Differdange and the Minett Biosphere, eight other towns in Belgium, the Netherlands, France 
and Luxembourg are taking part in the project. The aim of Cool Neighbourhoods is to develop concepts 
that will enable cities in North-West Europe to adapt to climate change.
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